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SUBJECT: MRS. CARTER'S VISIT: BIOGRAPHIC SKETCHES 

REF: STATE 104923 

1. POLLOWING ARE BIOGRAPHIC SKETCHES REQUESTED IN REFTEL ON 
PRESIDEN CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ AND PORMER PRESIDENT ROMULO 
BETANCOURT: 

2. PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ IS A LIPELONG POLITICIAN 'WHO HAS 
SERVED OVER THE YEARS AS DEPUTY, MINISTER AND SECRETARY GENERAL 
OP HIS POLITICAL PARTY. NOW 54, PEREZ KNOWS HIS COUNTRY AND PEOPLE 

WELL. HIS DOMESTIC PROGRAM AIMS TOWARD BETTERING THE LOT OP VENEZUELA'S 

POOR AND UNDERPRIVILEGED THROUGH A MORE EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF 
NATIONAL WEALTH. PEREZ PEARS THAT IP THIS IS NOT DONE, THEN DEMOCRACY 
IS PINISHED IN VENEZUELA, AND A DICTATORSHIP OP THE RIGHT OR LEPT 
IS INEVITABLE. FOR PEREZ, PETROLEUM IS THE GREATEST PEACEPUL BARGAIN- 
ING WEAPON (HE CAREPULLY CALLS IT AN "INSTRUMENT") IN HISTORY. HE IS 
DETERMINED TO USE IT TO THE HILT-ITS REVENUES TO TRANSFORM VENEZUELA 
INTERNALLY, ITS POWER TO GIVE VENEZUELA PRIDE OP PLACE IN THE 
COMMUNITY OF NATIONS, THE GLORY FROM BOTH TO ENSURE PEREZ IS NOT 
INCONSIDERABLE PLACE IN HISTORY. 

3. PEREZ' FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVES AND HIS IDENTIPICATION WITH 
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THE THIRD WORLD PLOW FROM HIS POLITICAL REALISM AND VAULTING 
PERSONAL AMBITION. PEREZ IS KEENLY AWARE OP THE CONSTRAINTS 
WHICH VENEZUELA'S SIZE AND POPULATION PLACE UPON HIS COUNTRY'S 
IMPACT ABROAD, AND IS ATTEMPTING TO BROADEN HIS AND VENEZUELA'S 
INPLUENCE THROUGH SPEARHEADING AN EXTRAORDINARY DRIVE TO INTEGRATE 
LATIN AMERICA AND BUILD THIRD WORLD SOLIDARITY. PEREZ IS EXPERT 
IN PLAYING UPON LATIN AMERICA AND THIRD WORLD FRUSTRATIONS 
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TOWARDS THE "GREAT POWERS", AS EVIDENCED BY HIS MANIPULATION OF 
LATIN AMERICAN RESENTMENT AGAINST THE US TRADE ACT, HIS EFFORTS 
IN BEHALF OF THE LATIN AMERICAN ECONOMIC SYSTEM (SELA), HIS VOCAL 
SUPPORT EOR PANAMA'S CANAL ASPIRATIONS, AND HIS PRESSURING 
OF THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES ON BEHALE OE THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
AT THE CIEC TALKS. HE ALSO PLAYS A KEY ROLE IN MAINTAINING OPEC 
UNITY, VIZ. HIS RECENT TRIP TO THE MIDDLE EAST, AND HAS ADROITLY 
NEUTRALIZED THE OIL PRICE ISSUE IN LATIN AMERICA AND DISSIPATED MUCH 
OF THE ANIMUS AGAINST VENEZUELA AS A RICH COUNTRY BY OFFERING 
ECONOMIC HELP TO ITS POORER NEIGHBORS. 

4. THERE CAN BE LITTLE DOUBT THAT PEREZ, BUOYED UP BY VENEZUELA'S 
OIL BONANZA AND STRONG DOMESTIC POLITICAL SUPPORT, INCREASINGLY 
FEELS HE HAS BEEN TOUCHED BY DESTINY TO EOLLOW IN THE 
FOOTSTEPS OF VENEZUELA'S GREAT (AND ONLY) NATIONAL HERO, 

SIMON BOLIVAR. IT IS WITH THIS BOLIVARIAN SENSE OF DESTINY THAT PEREZ 
BELIEVES HE HAS AN OPPORTUNITY TO LEAD VENEZUELA OUT OF AN 
UNWORTHY PAST AS A POOR AND EXPLOITED BACKWATER INTO A BRILLIANT 
FUTURE AS A PROSPEROUS AND POWERFUL HEMISPHERE LEADER AND SPOKESMAN 
FOR THE THIRD WORLD. 

5. PEREZ' CAMPAIGN SLOGAN OF "DEMOCRACY WITH ENERGY" MARKS HIS 
LIFESTYLE. HE IS UP AT DAWN FOR AN HOUR'S EXERCISE IN THE GYM 
BEEORE PLUNGING INTO A CROWDED OFEICIAL SCHEDULE WHICH OFTEN ENDS 
LATE AT NIGHT AND LEAVES HIS COLLEAGUES LIMP. DURING HIS TRIPS 
ABROAD HIS PACE AND ABILITY TO GO WITHOUT MUCH SLEEP WEARS OUT 
HIS HOSTS AND COMPANIONS ALIKE. 

6. PEREZ IS AN ERECT, TOUGH AND VIRILE MAN WHOSE RATHER UGLY FACE 
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IS FRAMED WITH SIDEBURNS BOLIVAR WOULD ENVY. AN EFEECTIVE PUBLIC 
SPEAKER, IN PRIVATE CONVERSATION PEREZ' MANNER CAN RUN CALCULATED 
SCALES FROM GENIALITY TO FORMID ABILITY. ALTHOUGH HE KNEW 
RELATIVELY LITTLE OF FOREIGN AEFAIRS PRIOR TO ASSUMING OFFICE, HE 
DISPLAYED COMPLETE CONFIDENCE IN HIS DISCUSSIONS WITH SECRETARY 
KISSINGER DURING THE LATTER'S VISIT IN FEBRUARY 1976. EGOCENTRIC, 

PEREZ IS FORTHRIGHT, EVEN AGGRESSIVE, IN PRESENTING VENEZUELA'S 
CASE. AN OPEN ADMIRER OF PRESIDENT CARTER, PEREZ WAS DEEPLY 
GRATEFUL FOR THE PRESIDENT'S LETTER REFUTING THE NEW YORK TIMES' 
CHARGES IN FEBRUARY THAT PEREZ HAD ACCEPTED FUNDS FROM THE CIA 
WHILE INTERIOR MINISTER IN THE EARLY I960'S. THE LETTER GOT 
HIM OFE THE HOOK HERE IN VENEZUELA, A HOOK ON WHICH HE HAD 
UNNECESSARILY PLACED HIMSELF. THE SUCCESSFUL RESOLUTION 
OF THE CIA ISSUE HAS GONE A LONG WAY IN CREATING A VERY 
PROPITIOUS CLIMATE FOR MRS. CARTER'S VISIT HERE. 

7. BASICALLY, PEREZ IS A FRIENDLY MAN WHO ENJOYS MEETING PEOPLE. 

HIS DIRECT AND FRANK STYLE MAY BE INHIBITED TO SOME EXTENT BY 
NOT BEING ABLE TO TALK DIRECTLY WITH MRS. CARTER IN ENGLISH. 
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PEREZ HAS ENORMOUS EXPECTATIONS OE A VASTLY INCREASED BILATERAL 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UNITED STATES ARISING OUT OE HIS EORTHCOMING 
VISIT TO WASHINGTON AND SOME OE THIS WILL BE MANIFESTED DURING 
MRS. CARTER'S STAY IN VENEZUELA. WITH MRS. CARTER HE WILL 
DOUBTLESS EXERT HIMSELF TO CHARM AND IMPRESS, ESPECIALLY IN 
VIEW OE HIS VISIT TO THE US LATER IN THE MONTH. 

8. ROLULO BETANCOURT. THE GUIDING SPIRIT OP VENEZUELAN DEMOCRACY, 
ROMULO BETANCOURT WAS THE FIRST DEMOCRATICALLY-ELECTED VENEZUELAN 
PRESIDENT TO COMPLETE HIS TERM OP OPFICE. TODAY, MORE THAN 13 

YEARS AFTER THE END OF HIS PRESIDENCY, BETANCOURT IS STILL 
THE MOST PAMOUS LIVING VENEZUELAN. NOW SOMETHING OP A LATHER 
PIGURE AND ELDER STATESMAN, DON ROMULO-AS HE IS AFPECTIONATELY 
CALLED-IS HIGHLY RESPECTED BY ALL POLITICAL GROUPS AND THE POPU- 
LATION AS A WHOLE. BETANCOURT WAS FORCEPUL, EPPPCIENT, DECISIVE 
AND CONPIDENT AS PRESIDENT AND HE REMAINS SO. HE IS WELL-INPORMED, 
INTELLIGENT AND RELAXED, AS WELL AS A GOOD BUT BITINGLY SARCASTIC 
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POLITICAL DEBATER. THOROUGHLY HONEST, BETANCOURT'S HOME IN 
CARACAS' ALTAMIRA SECTION WAS GIVEN TO HIM BY PRIENDS BECAUSE 
HE DID NOT OWN ONE WHEN HE LEFT THE PRESIDENCY. 

9. BORN IN 1908 NEAR CARACAS, BETANCOURT WAS A STUDENT ACTIVIST 
IN HIS YOUTH AND A MEMBER OP THE "GENERATION OP '28", SO-CALLED 
BECAUSE OP THE STUDENT REVOLT AGAINST THE GOMEZ REGIME IN 1928. 

PORCED INTO EXILE, BETANCOURT EVENTUALLY RETURNED TO VENEZUELA AND 
POUNDED THE GOVERNING ACCION DEMOCRATICA (AD) PARTY IN 1941. HE 

AND A GROUP OP YOUNG MILITARY OPFICERS ENGINEERED THE 1945 COUP 
WHICH PIRST BROUGHT AD, AND BETANCOURT, TO POWER. ALTER THE 1948 
ELECTIONS AND THE SUBSEQUENT MILITARY COUP, BETANCOURT AGAIN 
POUND HIMSELP IN EXILE. FOR 10 YEARS HE DIRECTED UNDERGROUND 
ACTIVITIES FROM VARIOUS COUNTRIES, INCLUDING THE UNITED STATES, 

UNTIL 1958 WHEN, WITH THE OVERTHROW OF THE PEREZ JIMENEZ REGIME, 
BETANCOURT WAS HIMSELP ELECTED PRESIDENT. 

10 BETANCOURT SERVED PROM 1959 TO 1964, SURVIVING ATTEMPTS AGAINST 
HIS GOVERNMENT-AND EVEN HIS LIFE-BY BOTH THE REACTIONARY RIGHT AND 
THE COMMUNIST LEFT, WHILE PUSHING PORWARD PROGRAMS OF VITAL SOCIAL 
AND ECONOMIC REPORM. OVERCOMING THESE THREATS TO HIS GOVERNMENT, 
GROWING PUBLIC PAITH IN VENEZUELA'S DEMOCRATIC EXPERIMENT MADE 
POSSIBLE THE COMPLETION OP BETANCOURT'S TERM OP OPFICE AND THE 
COUNTRY'S FIRST PEACEFUL TRANSITION OF GOVERNMENT. HAVING HANDED 
OVER THE REINS TO HIS SUCCESSOR, RAUL LEONI, DON ROMULO WENT INTO 
VOLUNTARY EXILE IN EUROPE WHERE HE LIVED FOR THE NEXT 10 YEARS. 

II. BETANCOURT SETTLED IN BERN, SWITZERLAND, WHERE HE WORKED ON 
HIS MEMOIRS. THERE HE MARRIED HIS LONG-TIME COMPANION, DR. RENEE 
HARTMANN, IN 1967, ALTER OBTAINING A DIVORCE PROM HIS PIRST WIPE. 
BETANCOURT HAS A DAUGHTER BY HIS PIRST MARRIAGE, VIRGINIA, WHO IS 
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DIRECTOR OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY. HIS ENGLISH IS ADEQUATE, 

BUT HE PREFERS SPANISH FOR SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSION. 

12. AN ADMIRER OF THE UNITED STATES, BETANCOURT WROTE ON THE 
OCCASION OF THE U.S. BICENTENNIAL, "WHEN FACED WITH ADVERSE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 05 CARACA 04909 I72035Z 

CONDITIONS, IN MY POLITICAL AVATAR, I HAVE ALWAYS LIVED IN THE 
UNITED STATES. I HAVE ALWAYS RECEIVED THE WELCOME HOSPITALITY 
OF YOUR UNAFFECTED AND GENEROUS PEOPLE; YOUR COUNTRY IS ONE OF 
THOSE THAT HAS WON MY HEART AND MY AFFECTION". BETANCOURT WAS 
IN THE UNITED STATES LAST YEAR AT THE TIME OF THE PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION AND IS NOW AT WORK ON A BOOK ENTITLED JIMMY CARTER: 

MAN AND PRESIDENT, TO BE PUBLISHED SHORTLY. IN IT BETANCOURT GIVES 
HIS IMPRESSIONS OF PRESIDENT CARTER AND NOTES THAT THE PRESIDENT 
ECHOES HIS OWN DEEPLY-FELT CONCERNS FOR ADMINISTRATIVELY MORALITY 
AND HUMAN RIGHTS. 

VAKY 
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